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Professor Alan Tam’s outstanding academic achievement was first made evident by his attainment of the Lions Club Scholarship,
awarded by the Hong Kong Education Scholarships Fund Committee during his occupational therapy (OT) undergraduate years.
After graduating from The Hong Kong Polytechnic in 1982,  Professor Tam chose to work in Non-governmental Organizations,
working as a front-line occupational therapist serving clients with mental and physical disabilities. He quickly demonstrated his
talents and prevailed in the very challenging job of (re-)habilitating children and adolescents with severe disabilities, integrating
OT with the latest innovations and technological advancements. During this period,  Professor Tam was also one of the few people
in the field to complete his continuing education by obtaining a Masters Degree in Social Sciences.
After serving client groups for over 7 years,  Professor Tam embarked on another career path by joining the Hong Kong
Polytechnic (now The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, PolyU) in 1989. Driven to excel, he continued his post-graduate
studies and eventually received his PhD at the Department of Education, the University of Hong Kong, in 1995. He was promoted
from a lecturer to a full Professor Status during his invaluable 16 years’ service and contribution to the Department of
Rehabilitation Sciences.
Professor Tam joined the Department 1989 and was deeply involved in instructing and co-ordinating in various subject areas,
including cognitive sciences, health informatics, application of computer technology in therapy, and job placement. Moreover,
he supervised a number of post-graduate students up to the PhD level. His accomplishment in education was also reflected by
his course leadership in various academic programmes, including the Post-Experience Scheme in Rehabilitation of people with
Mental Handicap, and the Master of Science in Occupational Therapy. He was one of the promoters of e-learning in the
Department.
In students’ eyes, Professor Tam was always a dedicated teacher. He pioneered the application of computer technology for
rehabilitation in Hong Kong. He became well known for his investigations into the implications of self-efficacy and self-concept
theories in the computer-assisted rehabilitation of persons with different kinds of disabilities. He was a prolific researcher with
many publications in leading scientific and professional journals.
Other than being an educator, Professor Tam excelled in research over the past decade. His research interests ranged over
OT, rehabilitation technology, rehabilitation psychology and social psychology, and cross-cultural issues of rehabilitation.
Because of his work, his research team was been well funded by internal and external funding bodies, including the Competitive
Earmarked Research.
Professor Tam was the co-ordinator and a dedicated supporter of the Department’s Centre for East-meets-West, since its
establishment in 1998–99. In that role, he ensured the smooth co-ordination of the many research projects conducted by the core
members and their graduate students, the efficient compilation of the annual report for submission to the Area of Excellence
Committee, and the development of an informative website for the dissemination of Centre activities. As the Director of the
Centre's research theme, entitled "Rehabilitation Intelligent Information System", Professor Tam led its development with many
innovative ideas. Through his close collaborations with Dr. David Man, he became one of the most prolific researchers in the
Centre, for which, in 2003 he was again promoted to full Professor Status. Beginning in 1995, together with his close research
collaborators and post-graduate students, he published over 60 articles in international peer-reviewed and professional journals.
Some of these articles are regularly cited by the scientific community, as shown through ISI reports.
Professor Tam’s talents and endeavours in information technology and his dedication to merging those talents to the OT
practice was further evident in his teaming up with Professor Hui-Chan and other members, in order to attract a donation of HK$4
million from Mr. and Mrs Lui Chee Woo. This donation helped to establish a new Tele-rehabilitation Centre in May, 2004. Due
to Professor Tam’s accomplishments, he received the Outstanding Professional Services and Innovation Award and the Most
Valued Consultancy Project and Multi-departmental Participation Award, in 2004 and 2005.
Professor Tam was obviously a full supporter to the development of the OT profession, both locally and internationally,
despite his heavy workload in teaching and research. He was the member of the State Registration in Occupational Therapist
Board, the Council for Professions Supplementary to Medicine, U.K. He served as a Committee Member and in the Executive
©2005 Elsevier. All rights reserved.
Hong Kong Journal of Occupational Therapy2
Committee, Bio-Medical Engineering Division, Hong Kong Institute of Engineering, from 1991to 1995.  Professor Tam also
chaired or served as the organizer of international symposia or conferences, such as the 11th Rehabilitation International (RI) Asia,
the Pacific Regional Conference, and the Campaign '98 for the Asian & Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons in Hong Kong.
Professor Tam was a member of various professional and research associations, such as the World Federation of Occupational
Therapists, the American Psychological Society, the Asian Association of Social Psychology, and the Hong Kong Occupational
Therapy Association.
Professor Alan Tam passed away peacefully on September 27 2005, in the presence of his family members, relatives, and
good friends, in Queen Mary Hospital, after his courageous battle with cancer. Professor Christina Hui-Chan, Professor Chetwyn
Chan, Dr. David Man and all his colleagues at the Department of Rehabilitation Sciences deeply mourn the passing away of a
talented colleague who had consistently shone with dedication to his students and profession.
Professor Alan Tam served as an exemplar of a dedicated OT educator and productive researcher. We hope that his steadfast
spirit for professional excellence and zeal towards the OT profession will continue over to the next generation, through the setting
up of the Alan S.F. Tam Memorial Fund.
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